
William Goodridge Roberts (1904–1974) 
was an artist who drew constantly but who 
rarely sketched his subject before painting it. 
Michael Bell, curator of the 1976 exhibition 
William Goodridge Roberts 1904–1974: 
Drawings, characterizes Roberts’s drawings 
as falling into four types – studio exercises, 
highly finished compositions, humorous 
cartoons and caricatures, and records of 
his domestic life.1 With the exception of a 
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1 self-portrait (cat. 1), the drawings in the current 

exhibition are examples of the last two 
categories. Although Roberts exhibited these 
drawings, they appear to have been created 
primarily for his own amusement and to share 
with his family and friends. These works are 
part of a collection of 384 drawings that were 
generously donated to the National Gallery 
of Canada Library and Archives in 1999 by 
Joan Roberts, the artist’s wife.
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All works, unless stated otherwise, are c. 1930–45, National Gallery of 

Canada Library and Archives, Ottawa. Gift of Joan Roberts, 1999.

The Goodridge Roberts Drawing Inventory (GRDI) numbers were 

assigned to the drawings in the collection of Joan Roberts, the artist’s 

wife, as part of a research project for Michael Bell’s 1976 exhibition 

William Goodridge Roberts 1904–1974: Drawings, organized for 

the Agnes Etherington Art Centre, Kingston, Ontario.
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